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receiving their sanction for the prosecution of a
systematic combination of measures, for the sup-
pression of this growing evil. It was agreed, on
all hands, that the necessity of such measures
would soon be forced upon us; and it was conse-
quently essential, that those intrusted with the
direction in England, should thus "early be ap-
prised of the actual posture of affairs, and of the
views respecting them entertained by those who
had the means of closer observation. There
seemed to be time to wait the effect of this re-
presentation ; for there was no reason, at the date
when it was made, to expect the occurrence of
any thing to demand immediate operations in the
quarter where the Pindarees and Putans had
fixed themselves; while the Indian government
found ample employment in the war with the
Nipalese. For the present, ^therefore, it was
deemed advisable to dispose *our means in a de-
fensive attitude, sufficient to prevent or repel
incursions ; and neither to advance to attack the
Pindarees in their haunts, nor commence that
extended plan of connected movements, which,
though necessary to the entire suppression of these
predatory hordes, might alarm the independent
states by its contrast with our recent system of
general and scrupulous neutrality.

The most effectual defensive 'measure, and the
one most desirable in every point of view, seemed